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Kankakee Mallow (Iliamna remota), IL-E  



What are natural areas and nature preserves? 

Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) 

Category I – High Quality Natural Communities 
Category II – Threatened and Endangered Species 
Category III – Natural Preserve 
Category IV – Geologic Features 
Category VI – Unusual Concentration of Flora or Fauna 

    (High Quality Streams) 

Category I – High Quality Natural Communities 
Category II – Threatened and Endangered Species 
Category III – Natural Preserve 
Category IV – Geologic Features 
Category VI – Unusual Concentration of Flora or Fauna 

    (High Quality Streams) 



0.07% in a natural condition  





Illinois Natural Areas Inventory Update 
the numbers: 

19 counties 
685 potential natural areas 

33,727 photos taken 
56,828 miles driven 

632/984 days in the field 



George B. Fell – Natural Land Institute 

“We are living at the time of man’s final conquest over the wilderness. 
What we have saved, and what we may save in the next few years, will be 

all the true wild nature that will remain to pass on from generation to 
generation in the years ahead. There will never be another chance.” 



Illinois Glaciation 



Illinois Natural Divisions 
1. Wisconsin Driftless 
2. Rock River Hill Country 
3. Northeastern Morainal 
4. Grand Prairie 
5. Western Forest-Prairie 
6. Illinois/Mississippi River Sand Areas 
7. Upper Mississippi/Illinois River Bottomlands 
8. Middle Mississippi Border 
9. Lower Mississippi River Bottomlands 
10. Southern Till Plain 
11. Wabash Border 
12. Ozarks 
13. Shawnee Hills 
14. Coastal Plain 



Apple River Canyon Nature Preserve – Jo Daviess County  



Bird’s-eye Primrose (Primula mistassinica), IL-E 



Illinois Beach Nature Preserve – Lake County 



Blanding’s Turtle (Emydoidea blandingii),  IL-E 



Bluff Spring Fen Nature Preserve – Cook County 



Weston Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve – McLean County  



Prairie Lily (Lilium philadelphicum)  



Prairie Gentian (Gentiana puberulenta)  



Bird’s-foot Violet (Viola pedata) 



Shoe Factory Road Prairie Nature Preserve – Cook County  



Lockport Prairie Nature Preserve – Will County 



Fults Hill Prairie Nature Preserve 



Piney Creek Ravine Nature Preserve 



LaRue Pine Hills 
 



LaRue Pine Hills – Snake Road 

		



White Trillium – Trillium flexipes 



Camp Ondessonk - Pakentuck 



Bell Smith Springs 



Little Grand Canyon  



Glade Coneflower - Echinacea simulata  



Horseshoe Lake Nature Preserve – Alexander County 



Thank you! 

botanizer@gmail.com 
www.illinoisbotanizer.com 


