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Effective Conservation
Messages

(for your neighbors)

Brook McDonald
President/CEQO

. We Save Land. We Save Rivers
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pen Space Protection

Since 1993, more than $1.3
billion have been approved
by NE Illinois voters to
preserve and protect open
space and natural areas.

35/40 passed (88%)

Protect 40,000 acres

~250,000 acres in Chicago
region

We Save Land. We Save Rivers.
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Track Record of the Concept:

75%0 long-term approval rate, good times and bad

2012

70
measures

*39
measures

passed
(79%)

- $800
million
created

2013

21
measures

*16
measures
passed

(76%)
« $300
million
created

2014

*52
measures

«37
measures
passed

(71%)

« $13.2
billion
created

2015

-34
measures

*25
measures
passed

(74%)
« $300
million
created

2016

104
measures

87
measures
passed

(84%)
- $9.6
billion
created
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TCF Referenda Experience

* Organized and managed 13 successtul open

space referenda since 1997

¢ Referenda raised more than $750 million to
protect 30,000 acres and help implement

agency plans

* Conducted more than 20 polls 1n last 20 years
gauging public interest and support tor open
space preservation, testing messages.

We Save Iand We Sarve Rivers.
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NE Illinois Polling Data

* Interviewed 12,000 high frequency voters in
DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Will, Grundy and
DeKalb Counties (LLake and McHenry)

* Goals of the poll:
— Craft a “yes voter profile” for target marketing
— Identify the “hot buttons™ and key messages

— ldentity core supporters, core opponents and swing
voters; which election cycle

— Test/Craft the ballot language and § request

We Save Land We Save Rivers.
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YES Voter Profile

Women more than men (“‘soccer moms)
Educated with children
Ages 35-55

Concerned with quality of life 1ssues
impacting their family/children

Includes Democrats, Independents,

Republicans

We Save Iand We Sarve Rivers.
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Old Key Messages- Urgency

* Land 1s being developed at
an all time high rate ot
speed with plans underway
for even more. This 1s the
time to plan for a balance
between green space and
development betore the
land 1s too expensive or

ZOI11C.

The time to act is now.
We Save Land We Save Rivers.
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Message Formula

Problem- loss of open space- fast!

Urgency- must act now!

Benefits- Use of Funds, Quality of

life messages

Call to Action- vote yes before we

lose the opportunity, we must act

now!

We Save Iand We Sarve Rivers.
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Top Concerns

Before Recession

Growth Issues: Controlling
Growth and Development,
Alleviating Tratfic Congestion,
Preserving Open Space Lands

and Natural Areas- 39%0

F.conomic Issues: H:::ulr.]:ing
Down Taxes and Government

Spending, Economic Growth
0
and Job Development- 30%

Impr{wing Education- 12%

Fig_r,htingr Crime and E'rugs-
12%
Other- %

* Now

Economic Issues- 64%

Education- 16%
Growth Issues- 9%
Crime and Drugs- 5%
Other- 6%

We Save Land We Save Rivers.
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Still Strong Quality of Life
Messages

* “Conserving open space lands plays a very
important role 1n preserving our qualit}f of

life.”
* Betore- 86% Agree (59% Strongly)

* Now- 82% Agree (56% Strongly)

We Save Iand We Sarve Rivers.
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Quality of Life Messages!

Conserving open space lands plays a very

important role in preserving our quality of life.

(")p-::ﬂ space lands ah:mg rivers and streams

protect water quality and our drinking water

SOUTrCCS.

O
O
O

ben space impr-:wes our air qualit}f.

ben space preserves wildlife habitat.

DEn space creates nppmrtuniti&s where penple

can enjoy the outdoors- KIDS.

We Save Iand We Sarve Rivers.



Words to Use and Avoid

Environment Land, air and water
Ecosystems Natural areas
Biodiversity / endangered species Fish and wildlife
Regulations Safeguards/protections
Riparian Land along lakes, rivers and streams
Aquifer Groundwater

Watershed Land around rivers, lakes and streams

Conservation groups / organizations

Environmental groups protecting land, air, and water

Agricultural land Working farms and ranches
Poorly planned growth/ development
Nature-based solutions
MNature's benefits

Large, connected natural areas

Conservation in a New Era: Public Opinion Strategies
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Best Words, Phrases

Clean water- water quality

Wildlife Habitat, protect wildlite habitat

Preserve our way of life (rural)

Clean air, breathe clean air

Healthy communities, build healthy
communities

Preserve land for future generations

Kids and families outside in Nature

We Save Iand We Sarve Rivers.
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Open Space Referendum.
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On Tuesday, April 5th, we can vote fo keep it that way.

Wi can't put a price on clean, clear rivers, sreams and Lokes
But for juar 53,30 & mesnsh—apudy 17 conts o day—ee cim sty vy os
drinking water sowrres and wateraen arr e,

By volineg YIES for the Kane County
Fonest Pressrve Relsrendum, we oo
kbt polighos And pverHEveDpment
Being able o cxpand e Fosca
Porssorors wall abus alleww e v poces

the weglands that proads & naoural
brarrier no fonding s the chcgpes

For more isbormatgn; logon o
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On Tuesday, April 5th, vote YES on the Forest Preserve Referendum.

o
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I's 2 small price io pay today i protect what's great about Kane: (ounty for Be fulare



EHE CONMNMERNV ATICENIFE O UNLEAET ON

s

Voling ﬂ’_f;‘ on Open Space will kesp our heads abowve water,

ki |;,._r LAF 3 PR
But there's a
natural solution.

ﬂnﬂwl“.'lth.'hl'nh mﬂpﬂnim

Punch 153

Vote ¥ES on Open Space. Purich 153.
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pure drinking water for just

4 CENTS | < Tthey g6, °

our air quality |P. Ves "'|[|1 ‘hHﬂ

We Save Land We Save Rivers.



We need to move fast
to preserve open space and
protect our quality of life.

Padd for by Felonds for Pasks and Opon Space | s 1]
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Our community’s ability to enjoy the Fox River
could be on the line.

il




The quality of life we enjoy
in DuPage County is priceless.

Cn November 7, we can protect it
for just 80¢ a month.







You Can't Put a Price
on a Day Like This...

BUT IT'S YOURS
FOR ONLY ¢
25 CENTS. &




o=

-

¥

i s

rself

2
=
>
5

&
o)
2
o)
£=8
g

5

pril 13th,

A
¥

brea

-

&

some




THE CONSEEVATION FOUNDATION
Summary

* Stay out of the weeds!

* Talk to people at a level where
THEY are at, not where you are
at or where you want them to be.

* Quality of Life!

* Context of “community.”

We Save Iand We Sarve Rivers.
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