
PRIVATE LAND CONSERVATION IN 
ILLINOIS

2021 YEAR IN REVIEW



Nonprofit Land Protection Projects - 2021
Projects by Size

< 10 acres: 14
10-50 acres: 1
50-100 acres: 6
100-150 acres: 4
150+ acres: 2



Looking Back

• Natural Land Institute
• Winnebago County
• 349.1 acres (net)

• Adjacent to existing 40-acre 
preserve

• Which contains a fen
• Also next over 400 acres 

protected via NRCS 
easement

• 1.5 miles of un-channelized 
Raccoon Creek

• Will be restored to wetlands 
(in the east) and prairie (in 
the west)



Looking Back

• Heartlands Conservancy
• Madison County
• 9.6 acres

• Adds to an existing 6.6 acre 
preserve

• Adjacent to IDNR’s 43 acre 
Sand Road Mitigation Area

• Home to the Illinois Chorus 
Frog

• Contains an active breeding 
pond



Looking Ahead

or

Looking Forward (Forward).  To Our Critically Critical Future



Excuses Reasons Not to Focus Your Efforts

• We have great land protection criteria; there’s no need for specific targets.

• This isn’t about focusing. It’s about limiting.

• Funders won’t support a great project that isn’t in the plan.



I Commend Your Enthusiasm



I Commend Your Enthusiasm



Talking a Lot – Saying Little



Planning Done Right



Welp, I’m out. 
Later all!


