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Nonprofit Land Protection Projects - 2022
Projects by Size

< 10 acres: 6
10-50 acres: 16
50-100 acres: 11
100-150 acres: 5
150+ acres: 7



Looking Back

• The Land Conservancy 
of McHenry County

• 276.6 acres
• Multi-party project

• Over 5 miles of trails to 
be built

• Peat covers >1/3 of the site
• Farmland will be leased
• Also has forest!
• Drain tiles will be broken to 

restore wetland
• Land will be deeded to local 

municipality
• TLC will hold easement



Looking Back

• Great Rivers Land Trust
• Adams County
• 101.4 acres

• Prime habitat for 
(Endangered) Indiana and 
Northern Long-eared bats

• Mitigation firm restoring the 
land

• GRLT holds the easement
• Interior spaces retired from ag 

under CRP



Looking Back

• Citizens for Conservation
• McHenry County
• 239.2 acres • Spring Creek bisects the 

property, flowing for ~ ¾ of a 
mile

• Creek is a longstanding 
conservation priority of 
multiple agencies

• Buildings being repurposed 
for both visitors and site 
management

• Will be restored to prairie, 
wetland, and savanna – all 
in-house!



Looking Back

• The Conservation 
Foundation

• La Salle County
• 183.4 acres • On the Lower Fox River

• Downstream of TCF 
easements from ‘19 & ‘20

• Over a mile of shoreline
• Healthy forest alongside 

agricultural fields
• Topography! Including bluffs, 

canyons, and a cave
• Acquired with support (and 

trust) of awesome donor



Looking Ahead

or

On the perils of a “harmonious variety of shapes and textures.”



The Protected Property, in its present state, contains significant relatively natural habitat of fish, wildlife, or plants, or similar ecosystem, open space (including farmland and forest land) and scenic values of importance to the undersigned Landowner, Easement Holder, and the people of Wisconsin. The above general 
natural features and attributes and the more specific natural features and characteristics of the Protected Property described in Sections B of this Grant, and as may be further detailed in the Baseline Documentation Report referenced in Section D herein, shall be known collectively as the “Conservation Values” of the 
Protected Property. The Conservation Purpose (“Purpose”) of this Grant is the preservation of the Conservation Values of the Protected Property described herein and meets the criteria of a “Conservation Purpose” as the term is used under Section 170(h)(4)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code (the “Code”) and the 
regulations promulgated thereunder.
The Existing Improvements, Additional Improvements, activities and uses, and any other Reserved Rights described in this Grant, when exercised pursuant to the terms of this Grant, shall not be considered to adversely impact the Conservation Purpose of thisGrant.

Protection of Relatively Natural Habitat or Similar Ecosystem: The Protected Property includes significant relatively natural habitat in which a fish, wildlife, or plant community, or similarecosystem normally lives, and fish, wildlife, or plants exist on the Protected Property in a relatively natural state. The Protected 
Property is located in the AshippunRiver watershed of the Rock River Basin. A portion of AshippunRiver, which is listed as an “Aquatic Area of local significance” and as “Rare Species Habitat” by the WDNR, runs adjacent tothe Protected Property. The Protected Property consists of forested floodplain of the 
AshippunRiver, managed prairie, Southern Mesic Forest, vernal ponds, and approximately 54.5acres of agricultural land. A portion of thefloodplain of the AshippunRiver is identified in the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory by the Wisconsin DNR as a state recognized forested, emergent/wet meadowwetland area. 
Approximately 16.5 acres of the Protected Property is within the Primary Environmental Corridor, part of the AshippunRiver Greenway.

The Conservation Purpose of this Grant includes the preservation of the relatively natural habitats or similar ecosystem presenton the Protected Property. This Conservation Value is protected by covenants and servitudes contained in this Grant and the Parties’ commitment to maintaining land cover and land uses that 
are known to be effective in reducing the likelihood of adverse impacts to the water quality and quantity of subsurface and surface waters and wetlands values of the Protected Property. Sustaining the natural capacity of the Protected Property and the fertility and restorative quality of its soils to support healthy and vigorous 
forests, wetlands, prairies, successional fallow and productive farmland, and to allow, but not require, limited agriculturaluse and restoration to native vegetation designed to assure a continuing, renewable, and long-term source of food and fiber, maintain land cover and land uses aimed at preserving and enhancing a 
healthy and biologically diverse landscape that supports a full range of native flora and fauna, and limit adverse ecologicalimpacts.

Preservation of Open Space:The economic health of Wisconsin is closely linked to its natural landscapes providing much of Wisconsin’s scenic beauty, andupon which the state’s tourist, recreation, and agricultural industries depend. Preservation of the Protected Property is pursuant to a clearly delineated 
governmental conservation policy, and also for the scenic enjoyment of the general public and will yield a significant publicbenefit.

The Protected Property, in its present state, is an open space with farmland and forest land with scenic enjoyment value consisting of compatibility of land use with other land in area; degree of contrast and variety provided by the visual scene; openness of the land; relief from urban closeness; harmonious variety of shapes 
and textures; degree to which land use maintains the scale and character of the landscape to preserve open space and visual enjoyment from surrounding area; and consistency of the scenic view with a regional landscape inventory made pursuant to a sufficiently rigorous review process. The Protected Property 
provides the general public scenic enjoyment from Townline Road. Development of the Protected Property would impair the scenic character of the local rural landscape and scenic panorama that can be enjoyed from Townline Road which is open to and utilized by the public.

The Conservation Purpose of this Grant includes preservation of the significant public benefits of the Protected Property including the uniqueness of the property to the area; intensity of land development in the vicinity of the property including foreseeable trends; consistency of Protected Property with public programs 
for conservation in the region; consistency of Protected Property with existing private conservation programs in the region including those of Easement Holder; likelihood that development would degrade scenic, natural, or historic character of area; opportunity for public to appreciate Protected Property’s scenic values; 
importance of property in preserving a local or regional landscape and resource that attracts tourism or commerce; likelihoodthat Easement Holder will acquire equally desirable and valuable substitute property or property rights; cost to Easement Holder of enforcing terms of restriction; surrounding population density; 
consistency of the proposed open space use with a legislatively mandated program identifying particular parcels of land. ThisConservation Value is protected by covenants and servitudes contained in this Grant and the Parties’ commitment to maintaining forthe benefit of current and future generations these essential 
and aesthetic rural agricultural and forestland characteristics. 

Wildlife Species and Habitat:The Protected Property provides rich and diverse habitat and native communities including landform and vegetation features thatprovide significant relatively natural habitat for wildlife. The diverse habitat and native communities on the Protected Property include forested floodplain, 
forested seep, wet meadow, ephemeral ponds and southern mesic forest. Large and small mammals, birds, insects, and amphibiansuse the area. The wooded areas contain multiple trees exceeding 4 feet in diameter at breast height and 100 feet in height which are likely to be several hundred years old. 
The Conservation Purpose of this Grant includes the preservation of this wildlife habitat. This Conservation Value is protected by covenants and servitudes contained in this Grant and the Parties’ commitment to maintain land cover and land uses that areknown to be effective in maintaining and improving the health 
and wellbeing of wildlife species and their habitat known to be or reasonably likely to be present on the Protected Property.

Water Resources: The Protected Property includes landform and vegetation features that protect and facilitate natural riparian, floodplain, and wetland functions and therefore protect natural flowages and stream conditions and associated habitat.  The Protected Propertyislocated in the AshippunRiver watershed of 
the Rock River Basin and consists of forested floodplain, managed prairie, Southern Mesic Forest, ephemeral ponds, wet meadow, forested seeps and associated springs draining to the AshippunRiver west of the Protected Property. A portion of the floodplain of the AshippunRiver is identified in the Wisconsin 
Wetland Inventory by the Wisconsin DNR as a state recognized wetland area. These landform and vegetation features are more specifically described in the Baseline Documentation Report.

The Conservation Purpose of this Grant includes the preservation of these water resources. This Conservation Value is protected by covenants and servitudes contained in this Grant and the Parties’ commitment to maintaining land cover and land uses that areknown to be effective in reducing the likelihood of adverse 
impacts to the water quality and quantity of subsurface and surface waters and wetlands values of the Protected Property.

Soil Resources:The Protected Property includes soil types and profiles identified by NRCS as Prime, Important, and/or Highly Erodible, including NRCS Prime Soils Theresa silt loam (ThB), Brookston silt loam (BsA), Sebewasilt loam (Sm), Fox silt loam 2-6% slope (FsB), Fox silt loam 0-2% slope (FsA), 
Mathertonsilt loam (MmA), Hochheimloam 2-6% slope (HmB2), and Soils of Statewide Importance Hochheimloam 6-12% slope (HmC2). The Conservation Purpose of this Grant includes the preservation of these soil resources. This Conservation Value is protected by covenants and servitudes contained 
in this Grant and the Parties’ commitment to sustaining the natural capacity of the Protected Property and the fertility and restorative quality of its soils to support healthy and vigorous forests, wetlands, successional fallow and productive farmland,and to allow, but not require, limited agricultural use and restoration to native 
vegetation designed to assure a continuing, renewable, and long-term source of food and fiber, maintain a healthy and biologically diverse landscape that supports a full range of native flora and fauna, and limit adverse ecological impacts.

Scenic / Geologic Values: The Protected Property provides scenic and open space resources of significant benefit to the general public, including the farmland, forest land, and rolling topography that are prominently viewable by the general public from Townline Road. The Conservation Purpose of this Grant 
includes the preservation of these scenic/geologic values. This Conservation Value is protected by covenants and servitudes contained in this Grant and the Parties’ commitment to maintaining for the benefit of current and future generations these essentialand aesthetic rural characteristics.

Agriculture and Forestry:The Protected Property contains productive agricultural and/or forestry values. The Conservation Purpose of this Grant includesthe preservation of these agricultural and forestry values, and the promotion of Sustainable Agriculture and Sustainable Forestry. This Conservation Value is 
protected by covenants and servitudes contained in this Grant and the Parties’ commitment to limiting the form, location, anddensity of Development and by promoting management of soil and water resources to facilitate active and economically viable agricultural use of the Protected Property now and in the future.

Ecosystem Services: The Protected Property includes relatively natural carbon storage and sequestration potential, in addition to the benefits offiltering and protecting water supplies, increasing soil fertility and forest productivity, fostering biodiversity, and strengthening the capacity of ecosystems to withstand drought and 
extreme weather, reducing flooding, runoff, and erosion. It is a purpose of this Conservation Easement to protect the carbon storage and reduction potential of the Protected Property and to have the conservation of the Protected Property contribute to climate mitigation and resilience as a “natural climate solution”. This 
Conservation Value is protected by covenants and servitudes contained in this Grant and the Parties’ commitment to managing the Protected Property for healthy ecosystems that provide, or are reasonably likely to provide, carbon benefits, including prescribed fire practices, natural forest management, sustainable 
cropland practices, such as, without limitation, minimizing application of excess nitrogen fertilizer and growing cover crops, and manure management.

The Property is bordered on the north by Nippersink Road, a public road, 
and on the west by Wilson Road, a public road, and is in close proximity 
to land owned by the Lake County Forest Preserve District; and

The Property provides scenic views to the public traveling along 
Nippersink Road and Wilson Road and natural habitat for plants and 
animals native to northeastern Illinois

Grantor intends to achieve certain purposes (the "Conservation 
Purposes"), including the preservation of the Conservation Values of the 
Property by the continuation of land use patterns existing at the time of this 
grant and, in general, the preservation of natural plant and animal 
communities and scenic areas in the region in which the Property is 
located

It is the purpose of this Easement to assure that the Property will be 
retained forever predominantly in its natural, scenic, and open space 
condition and that any natural plant and animal communities located on 
the Property which are indigenous to  northeastern Illinois will be 
preserved to the extent feasible.

Conservation Purpose/Conservation Values



Prohibited Uses & Reserved Rights – IL



Prohibited Uses & Reserved Rights – WI



Thou MayestThou Canst

Prohibited Uses & Reserved Rights

WisconsinIllinois



Don’t make this harder on yourself or the landowner
than it has to be!



I’m out. Take care 
y’all.

Yes, I reuse all these photos each year.  Leave me alone. They’re nice photos.


