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Author bio: 
David Holman is an independent conservation professional who works closely with the Prairie State 
Conservation Coalition and the individual land trust members of PSCC, as well as local, state, and federal 
agencies devoted to conservation. He can be reached at davidmholman@gmail.com. 
 

About Prairie State Conservation Coalition  
 
Prairie State Conservation Coalition is a statewide, not-for-profit association that works to 
strengthen the effectiveness of conservation land trusts in Illinois. Conservation land trusts, 
such as local land conservancies, are also not-for-profit organizations seeking to improve the 
quality of life in their communities. Collectively, these organizations have helped protect 
more than 250,000 acres of open space in Illinois. 
 
PSCC provides continuing education and training for conservation land trusts and other 
land conservation professionals, as well as advocates for strong statewide policies that 
benefit land conservation. Find out more at prairiestateconservation.org.  
 
Our Mission: Empower the conservation land trust community to fulfill the promise that 
our wild places and open spaces will be preserved for generations to come. 
 
We believe in: 

Service to the Entire State 

PSCC recognizes its role to connect, serve, and to advance the capacity and impact of all 
land trusts throughout Illinois, and through them, protect our land and water resources.  

Collaborative Leadership 

We are grateful for and respect the work of member land trusts who are the backbones of 
leadership for PSCC. We also appreciate many other organizations, foundations, agencies, 
municipalities and individuals in Illinois that dedicate themselves to furthering 
conservation. We work collaboratively and transparently by leading, serving, convening 
and coordinating to best leverage the work of all for maximum impact.  
 

Building Trust and Awareness 

We acknowledge that many within Illinois may not understand the value of its natural 
assets or the long-term effectiveness of community-based land trusts to protect the health of 
our land and water. Therefore, it is our responsibility to support and promote our 
membership by providing some of the educational tools and operational assistance necessary 
to build awareness, relevance and trust, and ensure that their work is honored in perpetuity.  

Reflecting the Communities We Serve 
 
We acknowledge that Illinois is geographically and demographically diverse and that 
individual land trusts must be sensitive and responsive to that diversity. We are made more 
whole by fully reflecting and engaging the depth and breadth of the populations we serve.  
 
Nature Nurtures 
 
Our individual physical, intellectual and spiritual well-being is dependent upon access to and 
engagement with beautiful, natural spaces. We believe that nature is good for the soul, and 
that everyone is entitled to experience the outdoors. 
 
Healthy Natural Ecosystems That Sustain Communities and Strengthen 
Economies 
 
The allure of Illinois and the quality of life enjoyed by its residents is inextricably 
linked to the health of the natural environment. Natural ecosystems benefit our well-
being, and our State’s future economic health is dependent on the sustainable use of 
its abundance of natural resources. 
 
 

https://https://www.prairiestateconservation.org
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2022 – Year in Review 

2022 is in the history books, and to celebrate the beginning of the new year, I 
have the pleasure of presenting a summary of last year’s many, many projects. 
While this is a short summary of the 2022 land conservation achievements, there 
was so much going on last year that the full report is the longest edition since, 
well, ever. If that’s not enough, for anyone with an inexplicable hankering for 
years past, these reports going back to 2015 are available on the Prairie State 
Conservation website under “Resources.” 

This annual compendium is once again coming to you in coordination with the 
good folks at the Prairie State Conservation Coalition. For those of you not familiar 
with the organization, scroll back up to the previous page for an excellent summary 
of their work. As I’ve written in years past, it’s the support that the organization 
brings to bear that helps its member land trusts and other land conservation 
organizations, especially in the public sector, achieve so much. Remember, all 
opinions, commentary, and asides in said are mine alone, and don’t necessarily 
reflect those of either PSCC or its members. 

All in all, 5,338 acres of land was preserved in perpetuity in 2022 by both the 
private land trust and public sectors.  That represents 84 projects statewide. 

 
  

Volo Bog (Creative Commons) Sunrise over Nippersink Creek (Ray Mathis) 
 

https://www.prairiestateconservation.org/pscc/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/FINAL_22-YIR.pdf
https://prairiestateconservation.org
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2022 Land Protection Projects 
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Private Sector (land trusts) Land Conservation 
I’m well aware there’s a risk of my being accused of hyperbole here, but there’s no understated 
way to say it; land conservation in the private sector last year was arguably more impactful 
than in any since I began tracking these things coming up on a decade ago. There’ve been years 
when more was conserved, yes, but those were the result of farmland protection initiatives, or 
of a one-off gigantic easement. Nothing close to the broad and varied lands explored in the full 
report. The numbers speak for themselves; last year marked a record number of projects, 
protecting 3,054.9 acres. That includes 2,363 fee-owned acres – another record. 
 
Before we get to the good stuff, and with a 
nod to Mr. Clemens’ astute observation 
regarding statistics, pray indulge me with 
the yearly reminder of how the numbers 
for that graph you’re looking at are 
derived. While each and every project that 
closed last year is discussed in the pages 
within, if an existing protected property 
was transferred from one conservation 
organization to another, or an easement 
placed over land that was already 
otherwise protected, it’s not included in 
the graph so as to avoid that most heinous (and common) of crimes – double-counting. Relatedly, 
because land trusts will sometimes purchase land on behalf of a government conservation 
agency and hold it until the latter has arranged financing, or accept a conservation easement 
over the property to lower its market value making the purchase more affordable, it wouldn’t 
make sense to give all the credit to one or the other. To accurately represent this, whenever a 
site changes hands twice within twelve months, or one partner acquires an easement over the 
land and the other acquires the title, each party gets credit for half of the project’s total acreage.  
 
 
 

 
Boloria Meadows (Doug Frey – The Land 

Conservancy of McHenry County) 
 

https://www.prairiestateconservation.org/pscc/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/FINAL_22-YIR.pdf
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Public Sector Land Conservation 
Government at all levels has the seemingly impossible task of meeting the demands of a 
citizenry as diverse as it is fissiparous. Yet from the federal to the local, our representatives 
both elected and employed have excelled at protecting Illinois’ natural bounty and opening it to 
the public. Last year was no different, 
with protection of 2,282.8 acres spread 
from one end of the state to the other. 
Before we get going, remember; just as 
with the private sector conservation 
endeavors, if a project involved the 
transfer or further encumbering of a 
property already protected, it’s 
described in full in the coming pages, 
but was not included in the graph at 
right, as doing otherwise would double-
count the land. Similarly, if a project 
was the result of a public-private partnership (such as one party purchasing an easement and 
the other fee title, or a buy and flip) that closed within a year of one another, each party 
received credit for one half of the property’s total acreage. Sometimes that means the numbers 
from the most recent year will change in the subsequent annual report, so don’t give me any 
grief on that score. 
 
 

 

 
Starved Rock State Park (Illinois DNR – Wikimedia Commons) 




